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Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD): Outbreaks in Slovakia and Hungary Still 
Out of Control 

Austrian Veterinary Chamber Calls for Urgent Measures 

Vienna (OTS) — "We are watching with great concern the latest developments 
regarding Foot-and-Mouth Disease (FMD) in our neighboring countries. According 
to recent reports, there are two suspected cases in Hungary that are currently being 
investigated. These reports once again highlight how difficult it is to control the 
spread of the disease," comments Mag. Kurt Frühwirth, president of Austrian 
Veterinary Chamber on the current situation. 

The particularly concerning aspect is the operational dimension of the current 
situation. A Danish agricultural corporation operates a facility with 3,500 cattle in 
Slovakia. Eradicating the virus and its complete elimination is therefore an enormous 
logistical and technical challenge. "The geographical proximity to Austria further 
exacerbates the risk, making the situation even more alarming," Frühwirth adds. It is 
now clear that the disease can be difficult to contain in the affected regions. Despite 
measures already taken, the eradication efforts are progressing slowly. 

The Situation Requires Decisive Action 
"This is a dramatic threat to our livestock, especially due to the extreme 
contagiousness of the virus. Therefore, we call for immediate and consistent 
measures to prevent further spread. The situation demands decisive action!" 
emphasizes Frühwirth. In Austria, all available veterinary measures have already 
been implemented. "Nevertheless, in light of the current developments, the question 
arises: Are these measures enough to prevent an outbreak? The import of animals 
and meat products has already been halted. However, we demand even stricter 
entry controls, especially in passenger traffic. Mobile border controls should be 
replaced by stationary checkpoints directly at the border. Moreover, the transit of 
animal transports must urgently be stopped to eliminate the risk of introduction," 
Frühwirth asserts. 

Another problem is the potential introduction of the virus by travelers and workers 
from the affected regions. Particularly dangerous is the importation of raw meat 
products that could contain the virus. The transportation of animal products, 
potentially contaminated with the virus, must be strictly prohibited and tightly 
controlled to prevent its introduction into Austria. Public awareness campaigns 
should be used to make the population aware of this issue. 

In addition, international support on-site is urgently needed to eliminate the source 
of the outbreak as quickly as possible. "Without coordinated, international help, it 
will be nearly impossible to bring the situation under control effectively. Only 



 
 
through swift, decisive action at both the national and international levels can the 
further spread of Foot-and-Mouth Disease be prevented, ensuring the safety of 
agricultural livestock," Frühwirth concludes. 
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